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	Monash Division of General Practice - Templates  

	The below templates for the new MBS items, GP Management Plan and Team Care Arrangements, have been developed from the draft forms on the DoHA website. It is not mandatory to use these forms; they are samples for assisting GPs and others in completing the services and can be customised to meet the need of patients and practitioners in your practice. Templates for the Allied Health and Dental Care EPC referrals are available under the "Supplied" templates in Medical Director.

http://www.monashdivision.com.au/resources/templates.htm#palliative


	

	Regional Information
	

	Start Stronger, Live Longer National Symposium

	The Kulunga Research Network at the Telethon Institute for Child Health Research in partnership with Rio Tinto and supported by the Aboriginal Health Council of WA (ACHWA), invite you to attend the:

Start Stronger, Live Longer National Symposium
8th and 9th June 2010

University of Western Australia, Uni Club

Hackett Drive, Crawley, Perth
Please see attached flyer for further information & registration form or contact Dr Kate Riddell at kriddell@ichr.uwa.edu.au or Ms Jackie Goldfinch at Jackie@ichr.uwa.edu.au or visit the symposium website at www.ichr.uwa.edu.au/kulunga/startstronger


	

	AMA (WA) Dr Camille Michener Legacy Award – Junior Doctor of the Year 2010

	The AMA (WA) Dr Camille Michener Legacy Award has been inaugurated in 2010 to recognise the exceptional contribution of Dr Camille Michener to the Medical Profession, her colleagues and the patients she felt privileged to services. The award will recognise the Junior Doctors of the Year and ensures that we celebrate the outstanding contributions of our Junior Doctors to the Medical Profession and the Community.

For further information on the Award or to obtain nomination forms, please contact Clare Thomas at the AMA (WA) on 9273 3000, facsimile 9273 3073 or email: clare.thomas@amawa.com.au. Nominations can also be completed on line at www.amawa.com.au\CamilleMichenerAward.



	

	New private podiatry practice opens in Broome

	Lesley Newcombe, who has worked for the Division as regional podiatrist since 2007, has decided to venture into private practice in Broome.  Access to podiatry services is very limited for those clients who do not meet the eligibility criteria for the Divisions’ service.  Consequently, Lesley has established ‘Broome Podiatry’ which will give residents and visitors the opportunity to access private ‘fee for service’ podiatry should they wish to.  Lesley will maintain her full time position at KDGP and offer Saturday morning and some limited after hours weekday appointments at Broome Podiatry.   Lesley would be pleased to receive referrals via fax on 9192 6384 or email on broomepodiatry@bigpond.com however clients are eligible to ring and make a booking without a referral.  The service is located at 8 Solway Loop, Broome and Lesley can be contacted on 0488 444 928.  



	

	Community Prescribing of Opioid Pharmacotherapy Training

	Next Step Drug & Alcohol Service are presenting Community Prescribing of Opioid Pharmacotherapy Training. GPs who successfully complete this training can prescribe methadone and buprenorphine for the treatment of opioid dependence offering greater treatment options for patients who may develop therapeutic dependence on opioid pain medication, such as oxycontin, or dependence on illicit drugs, like heroin.
When: Saturday May 29th 2010
Where: Next Step Drug & Alcohol Service, 32 Moore Street, East Perth

Time: 9.30am – 4pm
For further information please see attached flyer


	

	Sharps & Clinical Waste - Sterihealth

	Please see attached an introductory letter and PowerPoint presentation outlining the services SteriHealth provides. In addition, Sterihealth Limited are pleased to assist with education in the way that practice staff should handle waste issues. In particular with regard to health and safety and the controlled waste regulations.
They are able to assist any region with material or the presentation of information at seminars or other meetings. Sterihealth will provide this as a free service as it is in all their interests to promote safety. Compliance with safety and health standards forms the cornerstone of SteriHealth’s business and are committed to providing best practice solutions for all Australian health facilities

http://www.sterihealth.com.au/



	

	If Not Dieting 2-Day Health Professional Training

	Dr. Rick Kausman presents the If not dieting 2-day health professional training. While the WA GP Network has advertised that Dr. Kausman will be presenting this training. 

Where: Perth

When: 22nd & 23rd of July 2010
The If not dieting health professional training program assists Doctors, Nurses, Dietitians, Psychologists, 

Social Workers, and other Allied Health Professionals, to effectively help patients achieve and maintain a healthy weight.  Not only does this exciting workshop draw from the most current world research in the field of weight management and eating behaviour, but incorporates Dr Rick Kausman’s 20 plus years of practical and unique experience in this field, and importantly, from the experiences of thousands of his patients. The content of the training program also has input from other members of the ‘If not dieting’ team including psychologists, dietitians, a social worker, nurse and physiotherapist.

There is an early bird rate which is available until Friday, 21st of May 2010.

Dr. Rick Kausman will also present a public forum on Monday 26th of July in Perth. This forum is entitled 'Lighting the fire from within – Promoting healthy eating behaviour, healthy weight management & protecting our children from eating disorders: If not dieting, then what?
Please see attached flyer for more information


	

	Staph Aureus Vaccine Study

	As you are all aware the Vaccine Trials Group in WA do amazing work, but getting the message out there is often difficult.

Please find attached an ethics approved global email asking for volunteers for a new vaccine study.

Please share this with appropriate staff members and your practices.

If you require any other further information please contact:

Fiona McDonald

Research Nurse

Telethon Institute for Child Health Research

Phone: (08) 9340 8542

Fax:     (08) 9340 8402



	

	HMR Pharmacist Visit to Broome in MAY

	Mark Evans, a HMR pharmacist, will be visiting Broome for one week commencing:

Monday the 24th till Friday 28th of May Please send any patient referrals to Troy Bodle at Cable Beach Pharmacy.
For more information about HMRs including referral information, please contact Chris Phillips, KDGP’s HMR Facilitator, on 9192 7888 or email chris.phillips@kdgp.com.au


	

	Rural Health West Programs

	The broadcasts planned to date for 2010 are;

Diabetes                                   1 June

Rheumatology                          6 July

Haematology                            3 August

Immune deficiency                   7 May

Wound management                5 October

Psychosis                                 2 November

All programs from 2009 and 2010 can be viewed on the link below:

http://www.ruralhealthwest.com.au/go/education/rural-doctors-broadcasts
All broadcasts prior to this can be seen using Username - wacrrmrdp and Password - ruraldoc on the

following link:

http://www.ruralhealthwest.com.au/go/education/rural-doctors-broadcasts/webcasts


	

	Aged Care Assessment Program 

	Australia has an ageing population. People are living longer and the birth rate has dropped. The proportion of the population aged 65 years and over is projected to rise from around 12% in 2010 to 25% by the year 2051.There is a higher proportion of older people living in rural areas. Older people often require support and assistance with the tasks of daily living, or they may need to make the difficult decision to enter an aged care facility. The ageing population has already had a significant impact on waiting lists for access to aged care services, some which require an assessment by an Aged Care Assessment Team.

For more details please use the link provided 

http://www.rhef.com.au/programs/program-1/?program_id=397 
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	Home

	$503m medical bill looms as influenza set to rage again

	19 May 2010

Daily Telegraph (Australia)

Businesses across NSW are bracing for another winter of discontent, with up to one million people falling victim to the flu. Health authorities say between 10 and 15 per cent of people will likely contract the illness this winter, forcing many employees to take sick leave which will cost companies about $503 million. NSW Business Chamber spokesman Paul Ritchie said the figure was ``conservative''. ``Each worker who catches the flu costs an employer at least $1000, so employers should encourage sick workers to go and see a doctor rather than come to work,'' he said. Just 17 confirmed cases have been reported across the state in the past four weeks, but NSW Health's Dr Jeremy McAnulty said it would escalate rapidly as winter took hold. He said that in a best-case scenario, flu numbers would be lower than normal because more people were immunised after last year's swine flu. But in a worst-case scenario, last year's strain would mutate, becoming impervious to existing vaccine. That could be even worse than last year's record pandemic which killed 54. NSW Australian Medical Association president Dr Brian Morton said he was seeing more patients with colds and flu at his Northbridge practice in Sydney.

	

	Free swine influenza clinics to wind up

	19 May 2010

The Cairns Sun (Australia)

THE final free school clinic for swine flu vaccinations in Cairns will be held at Redlynch State College this Saturday. Nearly one million Queenslanders have now been vaccinated against swine flu, with 121,000 people attending school-based clinics. Queensland Health is urging anyone who has not been vaccinated to attend, although the clinics are primarily for children requiring a second dose of the vaccine (recommended at least 28 days after their first dose). Children aged 10 and over, teenagers and adults require only one dose of the vaccine. These clinics are not affected by the suspension of seasonal flu vaccination for children aged five years and under.

The Commonwealth Government has made human swine flu vaccination free for everyone, and apart from the clinics, it is still available from GPs, although a consultation fee may be charged in some cases. Children five and under in particular should have swine flu vaccination, as this is the age group with the highest rate of hospitalisation with pandemic influenza last year, and they are also the "super-spreaders" of influenza. Children aged five years and under with medical risk factors for severe influenza should be vaccinated straight away with human swine flu vaccine - if they have not already been - to give them some protection while the suspension of seasonal flu vaccine is in place. Seasonal flu vaccination is now becoming available and is free and strongly recommended for those aged 65 years and over, all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 15 years or more, pregnant women and those aged six years and over with certain chronic conditions.

	

	Keeping your warfarin patients out of hospital – have you considered a Home Medicines Review?

	Results from a recent University of South Australia study have revealed that the rate of hospitalisation for warfarin-related bleeding was reduced by 79% for patients referred by their GP for a Home Medicines Review (HMR), compared to those patients who did not have a HMR.  However the reduction in hospitalisation was only evident for six months, suggesting that six-monthly medication reviews may be required for patients on warfarin who are considered at high risk of bleeding, in order to maintain the educational benefits and to keep up with patients’ treatment.  Currently, HMRs may only be repeated within one year if there is a significant change to the patient’s condition or medication regime. 
If you have not already done so, why not consider a HMR for your patients who are on warfarin?  To simplify the process, you could perform a search in your medical software in order to generate a list of those patients who may be at high-risk.   In order to build upon the positive impact of the initial HMR, you could conduct a mini medication review in a separate consultation at six months, with a follow-up HMR being organised after one year, thus complying with the current HMR business rules.  
To find out more about the process and benefits of HMRs, call Chris Phillips or email Chris.phillips@kdgp.com.au. You can also access copies of the popular publication Living with Warfarin: Information for patients by contacting Chris.


	

	Graduate Certificate in Nursing (General Practice)

	The University of the Sunshine Coast offers this accredited course in collaboration with the Australian General Practice Network. Enrolment commences June 2010.

This Graduate Certificate is offered as a distance learning course in three consecutive modules offered through AGPN with University adjunct tutors across the country.

The final module is approved by the university directly. Should you have any questions contact Connie Ryan, Principal Network Adviser, Australian General Practice Network: (02) 6228 0820 or cryan@agpn.com.au


	

	Mesothelioma Center - (Asbestos.com)

	Australia has one of the highest incidences of mesothelioma in the world, largely due to its extensive use and mining of asbestos. Deaths from mesothelioma were reported at 416 in 1997 and 522 in 2005 within Australia. Government experts believe that because mesothelioma has such a long latency period - often 20 to 50 years, incidence of the disease in Australia will not peak until after 2010, perhaps as late as 2017. In total, about 18,000 cases are expected by the year 2020, according to a University of Sydney study.

With more than 3,000 pages of content, our site features information on asbestos, mesothelioma, and other cancers that are caused by asbestos exposure (lung cancer, breast cancer, prostate cancer, etc.). Unlike other sites, Asbestos.com has achieved HON code approval (Health On the Net (HON) Foundation is a not-for-profit foundation that works to preserve the accuracy and trustworthiness of Web-based medical information).   Our site has employed a full staff of writers dedicated to research and writing about asbestos exposure and the diseases that result from exposure to the toxic mineral. In addition, our medical adviser and editor, Dr. Mauricio Salazar,M.D., who has worked in the field of cancer treatment for years, has personally reviewed, edited, and approved all medical information on our site.
For more details please use the link provided

http://www.asbestos.com/mesothelioma/what-is-mesothelioma.php


	

	<<College> of <GPs>> welcomes government anti-smoking action

	The <<Royal> <Australian> <College>> of General Practitioners (RACGP) congratulates the Federal Government for its commitment in providing a comprehensive anti-smoking package, which will increase the tobacco excise of 25 per cent and introduce plain packaging for tobacco products. 

RACGP President Dr Chris Mitchell said this move was an important step to ensure that smoking rates continued to decline steadily.
“Smoking remains the risk factor with the highest levels of disease – such as lung and other cancers, heart disease, stroke, emphysema and other chronic lung diseases – and death.

“This commitment by the Federal Government will help save the lives of many Australians and improve the overall health of our communities. In particular, we welcome the cigarette price increases to be introduced by the government, as this has been shown to be effective in cutting smoking rates, especially among young people,” he said.

Dr Mitchell said that GPs know that spending just a few minutes talking to patients about quitting smoking can lead to behavioural change. 

“Doctors can assist patients wanting to quit by helping them to set a quit date, identifying situations and behaviours that encourage the patient to smoke and advising on managing these impulses and providing self help materials.

“The benefits of quitting smoking are well established. Successfully quitting smoking can result in a boost to your life expectancy by up to ten years. If you want to quit, make the time to see your GP and kick the habit,” he said. 

GPs can find more information in the RACGP’s Smoking Cessation Guidelines for General Practitioners at www.racgp.org.au/guidelines/smokingcessation and the RACGP SNAP Guide at www.racgp.org.au/guidelines/snap. 
For further information please see attached flyer



	

	Grief Council ling 

	We held a link network forum on 16th of march and were lucky enough to get Liese groot-alberts, a grief therapist from New Zealand over to provide some sessions for the Link Network members.  A brief interview with Liese was conducted at the local ABC radio station and well worth a listen to:

 

http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2010/03/16/2847073.htm
 

and here is her website

http://www.liesegrootalberts.com/


	

	The Rural Health Education Foundation - Timetable

	The Rural Health Education Foundation broadcasts health and medical education programs across its satellite network throughout the year.
A Sticky Issue: Otitis Media in Indigenous Children

Tuesday 25th May 2010 – 08:00pm (AEST)

Friday 28th May 2010 – 12:30pm (Repeat)
Eating Disorders: A Holistic Approach (Repeat)

Tuesday 8th June 2010 – 08:00pm (AEST)

Friday 11th June 2010 – 12:30pm (Repeat)
Live Strong

Tuesday 15th June 2010 – 08:00pm (AEST)

Friday 18th June 2010 – 12:30pm (Repeat)

Caring for Carers: Depression, Anxiety and the impact of Caring

Tuesday 29th June 2010 – 08:00pm (AEST)

Friday 2nd July 2010 – 12:30pm (Repeat)
Information for each program can be found on the Foundation website www.rhef.com.au


	

	New Indigenous Health PIP guidelines released

	As part of the Australian Government’s commitment to Closing the Gap, a new Practice Incentive Payment (PIP) Indigenous Health Incentive will be introduced from 1 May 2010. The PIP aims to support general practices and Aboriginal Medical Services to provide best practice chronic disease management to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander patients.

The PIP is based around three key components a sign-on payment, a payment linked to registration of each eligible patient and an outcomes payment associated with the cycle of care provided to the patient by the practice. The PIP is a key element of the Australian Government’s Closing the Gap package and is expected to act as a ‘gateway’ through which patients can access other programs under the package.

The guidelines for this PIP have now been released and are available, alongside other relevant documents, from the Medicare Australia website at www.medicareaustralia.gov.au/pip Medicare Australia has recently written to all PIP practices advising the release of the guidelines and inviting them to participate in this PIP.


	

	Information for Medical Practitioners 

	The Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) is constantly examining methods to improve communication with General Practitioners (GPs), specifically, how to raise awareness of the various DVA-funded health services available to their veteran patients.
To assist in addressing this, DVA as developed an Information for Medical Practitioners package, particularly aimed at newly graduating GPs, those practising in rural and regional areas, and GPs who are International Medical Graduates (IMGs).  Moreover, it can be utilised as a ‘refresher’ for any GP who treats members of the veteran community.
The package consists of: 

· An Introduction; 

· Three information modules; 

· A list of web links to information referred to in the modules; 

· Two useful DVA reference documents - the DVA Funded Health Services and DVA Treatment Entitlement Cards Charts; and 
· A feedback form. 

The modules, which can be used either individually or sequentially, consist of: 

Module 1:       Introduction to DVA 
Module 2:       DVA’s Health Programs – Hospital, Medical and Allied Health Services 
Module 3:       DVA’s Health Programs – Health and Related Services 

The package is designed to be downloaded from the DVA website and the modules used either in PowerPoint presentation form as training tools by GP educators/organisations or in hard copy form, along with the other components of the package, as a reference document for individuals/practices.
The package will provide GPs (in any location) with a broad overview - a ‘snapshot’ - of DVA and its health services, together with relevant links and contact details to gain further detailed information.
The Information for Medical Practitioners package is available at: 
http://www.dva.gov.au/service_providers/doctors/Pages/info.aspx 



	

	Clinical audit: Management of stable COPD and smoking cessation

	Please find attached a copy of the Divisional flyer for the Clinical audit: Management of stable COPD and smoking cessation. Online enrolments are currently available and enrolment was also available with PPR 50. This is the second paper clinical audit available for the QPI year: 1 May 2010 – 30 April 2011. 



	

	General Practitioner Anaesthetist Locum Scheme (GPALS)

	GPALS is a Locum Scheme especially for GP Anaesthetists throughout rural/remote Australia.  Funded by the Australian Government, the Scheme is also the facilitator of Government subsidies for rural/remote GP Anaesthetist locum relief.  Host subsidies per GP Anaesthestist include:

· $750/day for locum service fees up to 14 days/financial year ($750 x 4 = $10,500)

· Up to $1500/placement for locum travel costs.

Rural practices/hospitals that arrange their GP Anaesthetist locum privately are also eligible to access the subsidies.  Access is easy - there is no administration fee or hidden costs and the paperwork is effortless (3-5 minutes to complete).
GPALS is seeking applications from Hosts, and from GP Anaesthetists (JCCA accredited or equivalent) or Specialist Anaesthetists seeking locum work.

For more information, please visit the Australian Society of Anaesthetists at www.asa.org.au, call Dianne on (02) 9327 4022 or send an email to gpals@fed.asa.org.au. 

	

	GP Clinical Education Launch 2010

	The GP Clinical Education Conference is offering a new and exciting ALM Stream for 2010. The program has been put together to provide your GP Members with comprehensive education on Prevention and Risk Management and General Practice. The complete program will be available in April.

Our conferences that are on this year are:

Brisbane 31st July 2010 – Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital 

Perth 28th August 2010 – Queen Elizabeth II Medical Centre, Sir Charles Gardiner Hospital

Adelaide 16th October 2010 – University of South Australia

For further information please contact Lisa Moussa on 02) 9422 2577 or visit their website www.gpclinicaleducation.com.au


	

	News from the National Vascular Disease Prevention Alliance (NVDPA)

	Updated online calculator for measuring cardiovascular disease (CVD) risk now available at www.cvdcheck.org.au.
If you’re interested in measuring your patients’ five-year risk of getting CVD, make sure you visit our recently updated website www.cvdcheck.org.au. On this website you will find: 

· the newly updated online CVD risk calculator for you to use with your patients

· a downloadable desktop version of the updated calculator

· easy-to-understand information explaining absolute CVD risk and what a risk score means

· a Q&A page that addresses frequently asked questions about absolute CVD risk

· links to other useful resources for measuring CVD risk and preventing CVD

The calculator and other information on the website are based on the 2009 Australian Guidelines for the assessment of absolute cardiovascular disease risk developed by the NVDPA and endorsed by the National Health and Medical Research Council. 

NVDPA members include the National Heart Foundation of Australia, National Stroke Foundation, Kidney Health Australia and Diabetes Australia. 

	

	Continuing Professional Development

	Please check the CPD online at www.kdgp.com.au 

	

	Upcoming Events                                                            

	To see the full list of upcoming events visit the KDGP website: http://www.kdgp.com.au/cpd.htm


